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D E P A R ;MENT  O F  T H E  INTER IOR  

ZNFO R M A T IO N  S E R V ICE  

FIS E  A N D  W IID L IFE  S .m vscE  

& r Re l ease  T u E S n A x J x E x m m R  2 1 , 1 9 4 1  

A  m o n th  o f p r ime  f ish ing w e a the r  p l us  o the r  ac ts o f n a tu r e  c omb i n e d  in  1 9 4 1  
to  g i ve  m ite 8  S ta tes  ci t iwnry, so ld ie rs  a n d  sa i lors,  a n d  th e  s a lmon  i ndus try 
the i r  b i g ges t b r eak  in  yea rs  w h e n  n e e d e d . 

A la i& $  cq re  tb m u &  wi th its h i & e &  pack  s ince  1 9 3 6 ; a n d , wi th th e  books  
b a l a n m d , r 4 1  shows  as  th e  yea r  o f th e  B ig  S a l m o n  Ih zn  o n  th e  Co l umb i a  River ,  
whe r e  S q M a W r  saw  th e  g r e a tes t fa l l  pack  in  th e  h istory o f its cann i n g  ac tivi- 
tkes  r e p a P t b f th e  F ish  a n d  W i ld l i fe Se rv i ce , tM te d  S ta tes  Depa r tm e n t o f th e  
In ter io r ,  m v+a l s . C a n n e d  s & n o n  is r ecogn i zed  as  a  p r ime  wa r  fo o d  r esou rce  u sed  
by  b o th  th e  C & it&  S ta tes  A m y a n d  Navy  a n d  a l e o  sen t u n de r  th e  L e nd - L e ase  p ro -  
g r a m  to  fe e d  B r i ta in. 

T h e  w le l ed  S e p te m b e r  l o - 20  ca tch o f 8  m i l l ion p o u nds  o f s a lmon  a lmos t 
s w a m p e d  th e  
fig u r es  r & w  r  

stry o n  th e  r eaches  o f th e  Co l umb i a . W ith  first re l i ab le  fina l  
, th e  Co l umb i a  pack  s tands a t 4 0 6 ,6 3 5  fu l l  cases,  6 7  pe r cen t 7  ch i nookg , a a d . p e r cen t c h u m . 1 9 11s  c ompa r e t~  wi th l ad  yea r’s pack  o f 3 9 7 ,5 2 2  

cases  (  th e  b a a &  o f th e m  o f ch ,in o ok  s a lmon , a l so  ; e n d  wi th 1 9 1 8 , th e  yea r  o f th e  
h i ghes t a l l - t$m e  pack  o f 5 9 1 ,3 8 1  c ams . % a  latter, h oweve r , cons is ted  m a in ly 
o f spr ing ,  n o t fal l , r u n  s a lmon . 

S ign i f ic#&  h i g h  r eco rd  c oun ts o f ch i nook  sa lmon*  e s c a p e m e n t a t Bonnev i l l e  
D a m  b e fo r e  th +  S e p ten i be r  f ish ing s e a eon  o p e n e d  th is  yea r  i nd ica ted  th e  r u n  wou l d  
p r obab l y  h ave  a  week  to  g o  i ns tead  o f th e  n o rma l  o r  ave r -  two o r  th r e e  days . 
Usua l ly ,  a t t$ e  e x8d  o f t& Is tim e , a l l  b u t a  fe w  ha r dy  w i n te r  f isherm e n  ta ke  % n  
the i r  g e a r  a n 4  ca l l  it a  ~ G X W Q ~ . Iwraey l i ng  trol l  ca tches o f s a lmon  r epo r te d  
a l o ng  Wash i n g to n  a n d  0 - n  coas ts du r i n g  th e  latter d a y8  o f A u g u s t we r e  a l 6 0  in -  
d icat ive fac to rs  o f th e  b i g  r uns  to  c o m e , acco rd i ng  to  Se rv i ce  o fficials, 

E m J a g e m r m g t r e tA d s  q f adu l t. 8 a l m o n  ‘coun te d  ove r  Bonnev i l l e  D a m  f ishwzys to  
th e  a p a m *  & m m d a  th is  p a r  i nd ica ted  th a t 3 3 8 ,2 7 5  ch i nook  s a lmon , c l ea red  th e  
d a m  du r i n g  th  
S e p te m b e r  1 9 4  t 

S e p te m b e r  l - 20  pe r i o d . Th i 8  is a  4 1  pe r cen t i nc rease  ove r  
, th e  p rev i ous  h Q &  m o n th  s ince  r eco rds  h ave  b e e n  kep t. 

Ih e  r e g uq’su  fa l l  2 m  o f la lm o n  w a 8  a p p a r e n tly just e n te r i ng  th e  r iver  o n  
@ te m b r  1 0 , u p m i n g  day  o f th e  S ~ IHIO ~ ~ , a n d  th e  ta i l  e n d  o f th e  a u gus t r u n  W M  
on ly  th e n  c l eas ing  th e  d a m * , 



It was this condition, with fish abounding the full 200-mile fishing stretch 
of the Columbia, and a whole mnth of eueellent wsather, which msde the total 
receipts so heavy. Over 8 ,OOO,OOO pounds wers t&en in the September lo-20 period 
inclusive, or about 80 percent of sn entire normal season’s catch, Both the fair 
weather and an exceptional quality salmon held out for the entire month, and fish- 
ing was conducted on virtually a 24.hour basis. 

Geared to more normal runs, the industry was able to tske the vast run in 
its stride, however. Practicslly every cannery on the river established new pro- 
duction records, in spite of heavy transportation problsms which confronted them. 

Barges, deep-sea fishing vessels, and all available tnrcks were counter- 
mended., and qperated day a;nd. night between canneries and stations. All fishing 
boats staggered into port loaded to the %unnelstf with record catches. There 
was such shortage of all hands that pleas for hslp were sent clear to Portland 
and Hoquiam. Old-time oannery workers, retired fishermen, deputy sheriffs, CCC 
wakers, soldiers on furlough, postal and grocery clerks, business and newspaper- 
men, whole staffs from oil conpsnies, and even townspeople pitched in, Draftees 
and experts worked 36 hours straight out of the first 48 the two initial dsys of 
the zun. 

Nshery biologists, under whose supervision the counting work on the Columbia 
is carried on waznsd that this yearts catch did not establish a “big cycle” year 
and said: 

While the catches in September were very large they cannot be taken at their 
face value as sn indication of a tmndous increase in the total number of fish 
that escape for spswning purposes. Indeed, the effects of the commercisl fishery 
may well level off the peaks of natural production by cutting heavily into the 
spawning resume and thus rsducing the population in the following cycle to the 
more normal proportions of a mediocre year. Of course, there is sn intensive 
fishery atie Bonneville I@ which will reduce still further the number of fish 
*ich might reach the tributary spawning grounds. 

%nce, there is little reason for extrsme optimism that the run of 1941 will 
establish a big-year cycle which will recur in 1943$ 1949, and so on. Indeed, 
from the sts&point of building up the chinook runs in the Columbia River to such 
conditions of heavy production as were experienced from 1880 to 1920, the heavy 
catches of the present year may be regarded as a calamity, for the one thing above 
all others that the Columbia River needs is more spawning fish. 

nit is, of Course, a great satisfaction to everyone, especially at a time 
when the demsnds for canned sslmon are so extreme and so important from a national 
standpoint, that such a large harvest was made from the Columbia River. Prom the 
point of view of future stability of this resouros, however, the escapement of 
fish passing Bonneville Dam assumes great importance. * 
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But, as Service expsrts pointed out, while the Columbia River fall paok has 
been remazMble for that district, in actual volume, it is only a minar factor in 
the total United States production of Somswhsre neaf 7& million cases, and will 
have little effect on the general situation. 

It does, however, relieve to some extent the existing shortageof high-gfaae 
salmon. Large portions of this shortage, of course, are represented in heavy 
military use, and in purchases and shipments by the Surplus Marketing Administra- 
tion for domestic distribution snd under ths Lend-Lease program. Between Maroh 
13, 1941, snd December 3, 1941, these purohases, snd those for future delivery, 
amounted to about 4,066,540 standard cases. Shipments to Great Britain from 
April 29 up to November 1, undsr the Lend-Lease program, amounted to about 
685,392 standard ca9e9. Both purchases and shipments wsre of csnned fish of sl.1 
kinds, but mainly of sardines and s&non. 

0~ Al?l;af and Navy combined (as of Octobsr 1) were consuming fresh and canned 
fish at a rate scheduled to total 27,181 tons during 1941--and 43 percent of this 
was canned salmon and sardines. 

Adding to the picture of an all-‘round prosperous salmon year is the ptik of 
326,750 stsndard cases (as of November 15) from the Puget Sound area, British 
Columbia1 s pack went hi&, also, with 2,233,423 standard cases (as of November 22’ 
affording to the Chief Supervisor of. Fisheries in Vancouver. 

For Alaska the figures are again rosy. On October 25, the Alaska salmon 
pack amounted to 6,865,463 standard cases, and is the greatest since 1936, when 
8 $74,429 cases were packed to the crorresponding date. While the red salmon pack 
w&8 only abaut one-half that of recent. years, the pink salmon pack surpassed all 

-‘records with 4,620,OOO cases, about 75,000 cases over the previous record in 1936 
The pacfc of silver salmon was 83 pement &sv+z the avsrsge pack during the &year 
period from 1935 to 1940. Caged salmon prioes for 1941 remained well above last 
year as reported by the SerPi;cets Market News office in Seattle. 
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